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Exceptional Care Close to Home

Call for an appointment: 620-669-2500

Hutchinson Clinic Physicians 
Serving the Great Bend,  

Hoisington & Ellinwood Areas
GREAT BEND:

Hutchinson Clinic Great Bend / 3715 6th Street
Dr. Jamil Ahmed, Cardiologist

Dr. Aaron Thiessen, Ear Nose & Throat
Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

Natalie Williams, PA, Pulmonolgy

ELLINWOOD:
Ellinwood Medical Clinic / 611 N. Main

Dr. Jamil Ahmed, Cardiologist

HOISINGTON:
Clara Barton Medical Clinic / 250 W 9th St

Dr. Costy Mattar, Cardiologist
Dr. Christine Sanders, OBGYN

Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

www.hutchclinic.com

 CHAMBER COFFEE  
 SCHEDULE

 

Every Thursday | Doors Open at 9am | Program at 9:30am
Tune in on Facebook or YouTube for Virtual Coffees

October 6, 2022
EAGLEMED

Great Bend Aircraft Hanger - 9047 6th St
EagleMed is a privately owned air medical transport service and has been in business for over thirty 

years. EagleMed is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Medical Transport Services (CAMTS) and 
dedicates all facets of the company towards providing the highest quality patient care in the safest environment 
possible. EagleMed 10, of Great Bend Kansas, joined our other assets on August 3, 2022, to provide care to Great 

Bend and the surrounding areas. EagleMed is a participating provider in the AirMedCare Network; America’s 
largest air medical membership network with 320 locations across 38 states. AirMedCare Network membership 

ensures no out-of-pocket expenses for medically necessary flights if flown by an AMCN provider.   

October 13, 2022
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

245 NE 30 Rd.
Barton Community College is proud to be at the forefront of career and technical training, continuing to develop and 

improve programs helps make that possible. Over the past year Barton has added Carpentry and Plumbing certifications 
to its long list of program options. Program improvements for Welding have taken priority as well. Students have the 

opportunity to learn from industry professionals through hands-on curriculum, using state of the art equipment. Each of 
these programs can be completed in one semester with industry recognized credentials, such as; OSHA 10, NCCER Core 

and Level 1 for Carpentry and Plumbing, and Level 1 AWS (American Welding Society) for Welding. 

October 20, 2022
USD 428 EDUCATION FOUNDATION

District Education Center - 201 S. Patton Rd.
The USD 428 Education Foundation is an independent community-based organization dedicated to improving the 

quality of education in our schools by directing its resources toward areas of identified need. Our legacy as a volunteer 
organization is to fund innovative educational ideas and programs outside the scope of the public school budget. Join us 
for coffee to learn more about our fundraising efforts and “Save the Date” for our Annual Dinner & Auction scheduled for 

November 10, 2022.

October 27, 2022
XPRESS WELLNESS

3800 10th St.
Xpress Wellness Urgent Care treats non-life-threatening illnesses and injuries for children and adults. Our team also 
offers primary care, occupational medicine, sexual health, sports medicine, lab testing, diagnostic testing, X-ray, and 

EKG services on site.

November 3, 2022
SHAFER ART GALLERY

245 NE 30 Rd.
The Shafer Gallery is proudly installing a dramatic Bob Mix sculpture of a SabreTooth Cat in the gallery plaza. The piece 

will be illuminated by ambient lighting tocreate an enhance experience for visitors to the Gallery and Barton CC Fine 
Arts building events.
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The Great Bend Chamber of Commerce is joining the 
movement to fill the skills gap and inspire the next generation 
of creators by shining a light during this year’s celebration of 
Manufacturing Day with Made In GBK. 

MFG Day is manufacturing’s biggest annual 
opportunity to inspire the next generation 
to start careers in modern manufacturing 
through a series of focused events to 
promote manufacturing to students, parents, 
and educators on the first Friday of October 
continuing throughout the rest of the month. 

MFG Day initiatives support women, 
veterans, students and workers through skills 
training programs, community building and 
supporting the advancement of their career in manufacturing. 

Locally, we are grateful to the Barton County Commission 
for the issuance of a proclamation in support of Manufacturing 
Day and our dozens of manufacturers right here in Barton 
County. Modern manufacturing has taken traditional ideas 
the industry in a new direction, introducing robotics, laser 
systems, and other forms of advanced technology. It is the 
Great Bend Chamber of Commerce’s hope to shed light and 

help connect our community, including our youth, to this 
industry and the career paths that exist.

Following upcoming tours, participants will have a chance 
to vote for the “Coolest Manufacturer” Award. Last 
year’s award went to KMW Front End Loaders, 
located on North 281 Highway. Who will win this 
year?

Tours are being scheduled for all ages through 
partnerships with USD 428, JAG-K, Barton 
Community College, Kansas WorkforceONE, as well as 
our membership base. Watch your email inbox as well 
as our Facebook page for more information on how to 
participate.
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Kansas Children’s Service 
League receives grant from 
Wheatland Electric

BAM Installation Displayed Across
Business Fronts

Wheatland Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
announced today that its Sharing Success 
Fund, managed by the Scott Community 
Foundation, has awarded a $1,000 grant to 
the Kansas Children’s Service League-Healthy 
Families.

Sharing Success grant funds will be used 
to support families and strengthen family 
self-sufficiency, increasing positive parenting 
skills and improving child health and well-
being. Funds will help provide items such as 
air purifiers and filters, car seats, baby gates, 
portable cribs, and baby monitors. These 
safety supplies provide direct impact to a 
child’s health and well-being by providing 
a child appropriate home environment. 
Evidence-based home visiting models such 
as Healthy Families have shown positive 
long-term impacts on children such as, 
increased school readiness, reduced child 
maltreatment, and reduced lifetime arrest 
and convictions.

Kansas Children’s Service League (KCSL) - 
Healthy Families is a voluntary, child abuse 
prevention program that works to keep 
families together by teaching and modeling 
positive parenting and child development; as 
well as focusing on the health care needs of 
families. 

The Scott Community Foundation began 
formally accepting applications for grants 
from the Wheatland Electric Sharing Success 
Fund from community-based organizations 
on December 1, 2012. Wheatland Electric 
and CoBank have each contributed $10,000 
this again year to the fund. The program will 
continue to run until the funds are exhausted. 
Since 2012, the Sharing Success Fund has 
made $125,000 available to community-
based organizations and projects across 
Wheatland’s service territory.

Community based organizations interested 
in receiving funding from the Wheatland 
Electric Sharing Success Fund can apply 
online at https://www.weci.net/sharing-
success-program. Questions should be 
referred to Alli Conine, Director of Member 
Services & Corporate Communications, at 
620-874-4563 or aconine@weci.net.

Barton Arts Movement is proud to 
announce a new digital mosaic art 
installation is available for public viewing 
at five locations in Barton County. The 
digital mosaic piece was created by Great 
Bend artist, Yuchen Wang Boswell, who 
compiled approximately 350 crowd-sourced 
images to design the artwork. All images 
used in the digital mosaic were captured in 
Barton County and submitted to Barton Arts 
Movement by area residents.

Barton Arts Movement used this unique 
medium to showcase the beautiful people 
and places that comprise Barton County. 
“This project aligns with BAM’s mission 

of ‘creating pride through community art,’ 
because this piece was inspired directly 
by community members,” says Regan 
Reif, Barton Arts Movement Action Team 
member. “When viewing the installation, 
be sure to look closely as you might spot a 
neighbor or favorite local spot to visit!”

Barton Foundation Awards Five $10,000 Scholarships to 
Local Students

Thanks to scholarships from the Barton Foundation, five Barton 
Business students are getting a huge financial boost of $10,000 
towards paying for college so they can pursue career goals after school 
with as little debt as possible. The scholarship program also includes 
a mentorship program and is funded by a generous gift from the 
Schmidt Foundation of Hays.

The students awarded scholarships include Jenna Dean and Andrea 
Orona Favela of Great Bend, Mary Dimmitt of Ellinwood, 
Matthew Donecker of Claflin and Ashton Waggoner of La 
Crosse.

Dean said this scholarship not only helps her achieve her 
goals but helps her entire family.

“This is amazing because my mom is a single mom, and 
I really want her to save up and be able to send my sister to school,” 
she said. “Knowing that I have this and a few other scholarships really 
means the world to me, so I know that she can provide for my sister.”

To qualify, applicants must be a full-time student majoring in 
business or marketing and attend Barton for two years. Preference 
is given to students in Barton County, but applications are accepted 
from Barton’s entire service area, which includes Ellsworth, Pawnee, 

Rice, Rush, Russell and Stafford Counties. Other students are given 
consideration after that. 

Barton Foundation Director Lindsey Bogner said the students are 
fortunate not only for the financial benefit but for the mentorship 
program that is built into the scholarship. 

“This program is so beneficial for these young entrepreneurs 
because it includes time with local businesses based on the student’s 

interest and a local nonprofit as well to give the students 
real-world experience in different business models,” she said. 
“We are just so grateful to the Schmidt Foundation for this 
generous gift that will help educate future business leaders.”

The Schmidt Foundation was created by Bob and Pat 
Schmidt of Hays to contribute to the success and well-being 

of the communities served by Eagle Communications, which Bob 
owned and turned into an employee-owned company. The Schmidt 
Foundation has also committed to funding these five scholarships next 
year to another round of five students. 

For more information, contact Bogner at bognerl@bartonccc.edu 
(620) 786-1141.

Limited spots still available for Winter Storage!
The Great Bend Chamber of 

Commerce is now accepting 
reservations for the 2022/23 
Winter Storage Season. 
Reservations are first come, first 
serve for the spaces inside of expo 
II located at the Great Bend Expo 
Complex. All stored items are 
secured in a locked facility from 
November 4th, 2022 through 
Marth 4th 2023.

To reserve your spot please call 
(620) 792-2401 or email GBCC@
greatbend.org.

www.bartonartsmovement.com
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What brought you to Great Bend? What keeps you here?

I moved to the farm near Odin after I married my husband, Mark, and I love it here. It’s a 
wonderful community to raise a family in. We have two children - Zoey, 11, and Otto, 9.

Where do you work and what do you do there?

I am the Barton Community College Foundation Director - I get to make the connection between 
donors, partners, and community members to the College. I’m always doing something different, 
and I love it. I can be helping a donor set up an endowed scholarship one day then turn around 
and host a special event to feature a program and award scholarships to Barton students the 
next day. I like to problem solve and customize to craft the best solution, so my job is a perfect 
fit - I’ll connect a donor to a cause or a partner to a program.

What’s one thing about you that would surprise people? 

I don’t know if it’s surprising (especially because I love talking about it!) but I run a kids 
Dungeons and Dragons table at Mind Sculpt Games where I moonlight as a dungeon master. 
The kids learn social skills, complex problem solving, collaborative teamwork, and math while I 
get paid to play games and tell stories!

What energizes you and brings you excitement?

It’s exciting to get to see people and their passions come together - I love building that bridge 
to watch someone connect with a cause that makes them light up. Fostering a love of service 
in someone else builds up our community to new heights - it adds up much more quickly than 
what I can do on my own!

At what job, would you be terrible? 

I would be a terrible construction pilot car driver - driving the same road, back and forth. I 
wouldn’t last long with the repetition and same stretch of road.

FEATURED 
AMBASSADOR

Lindsey Bogner
Executive Director of 

Institutional Advancement 
BCC Foundation 

How long have you been a Chamber Ambassador and what do you like most about it?

This is my first year as an Ambassador. I love getting to meet new people and supporting the 
businesses around our community.

Ribbon Cuttings!

With their youth front and center for the 
occasion, the Great Bend Chamber of Com-
merce ambassadors and staff helped First 
Christian Church, celebrate the opening the 
new facility aimed at their younger mem-
bers. Cutting the red ribbon was immediately 
followed by loud cheers as the doors opened 
for the first time. Located at 5320 Broadway 
Ave., Great Bend, Senior Minister, Reverend 
Joshua Leu and his leadership recognized the 
opportunity with the vacant building located 
adjacent to the church. “This building and 
what’s in store are a gift to the future of this 
congregation,” says Rev. Leu.

The new building includes a recording studio, 
movie projector, comfortable seating area,
and a foosball table. First Christian Church 
was established in 1998 with a mission to
inspire ordinary people to live extraordinary 
lives for Christ by fostering faith, cultivating 
kids,
connecting with the community, and serving 
the world. FCC serves 840 members.
To connect and find worship schedule infor-
mation, visit Firstchristianchurchgb.com,
Facebook, or call (620) 793-6603.

Co-owners Dean Nuss and Ruth Joiner 
welcomed the Great Bend Chamber of 
Commerce members, Ambassadors and staff 
mid-September for a grand opening and ribbon 
cutting ceremony celebrating the opening of 
their third new business: D &amp; A Testing 
Pros. Located at 1702 Main Street, Great Bend, 
D &amp; A Testing Pros offers drug and alcohol 
testing on-site. This location has allowed 
long-time friends and co-owners to combine 
the new D &amp; A Testing Pros, Kansas CPR 
Training, and GTR Limousine &amp; Party 
Services all under one roof.

D & Amp; A Testing Pros offers collection 
services sent to the laboratory for testing, 
work with consortium groups managing DOT 
compliance for area or statewide companies 
and other independent groups or businesses. 
In addition, DOT/Non-DOT urine, saliva, hair 

follicle, instant testing, and breath alcohol 
testing are also offered. After hours testing, 
mobile on- site testing and post-accident 
testing can be accommodated when necessary.

Nuss and Joiner are very excited about the 
future and feel that they are filling a need in 
the community. &quot;We have fast convenient 
services that help employees get back out on 
the job quicker,&quot; notes Joiner.

Hours of operation are Monday-Friday, 
8am-3:30pm. Learn more and connect with D 
&amp; A

Testing Pros at datestingpros.com or call 
(620) 603-6107.

Chamber Celebrates New FCC Youth 
Building

D & A Testing Pros

About Chamber Ambassadors: The Great 
Bend Chamber of Commerce Ambassador 
Club is made up of 30 men and women 
from the Great Bend Business Community 
who represent the Chamber in a number of 
ways. To find out more contact the chamber 
at marketing@greatbend.org or call (620) 
792-2401 or visit www.greatbend.org/
ambassadors.
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Landmark Shred Day Oct. 14 17th Annual Golf Tournament

See all the latest styles for women, men, teens, and kids. 
Our Fashion Reps will be here with hundreds of unique 
options you can't normally see in-person! One day only.

Landmark National Bank will again host 
a FREE shred day to dispose of the public’s 
personal documents and files at no charge 
on Friday, October 14. Professional 
shredding will be available at the 1623 
Main Street bank location from 11:00am 
to 1:00pm on that day.

Each year individuals and households 
accumulate many personal financial and 
health documents which require secure 
disposal to prevent identity theft. Many 
people lack access to a means of secure 
disposal of those documents. Providing 
this annual free shred day is a way for 
Landmark to give back to the community 

and help everyone prevent identity theft.
For compliance reasons, only personal 

and household materials will be accepted 
the day of the event, and there is a limit of 
3 boxes or bags per household.

Register Now for this Upcoming Business Luncheon: 
Cybersecurity 101

Technology is critical to small business 
growth according to a new report released 
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in late 
August. Today, 93% of small businesses 
use at least one technology solution, with 
most owners using an average of three. 
These technology platforms have become 
essential to how these businesses operate 
– without access, nearly three in four 
businesses will struggle to survive. 

What is cybersecurity? What threats 
does it pose to businesses and individuals? 
What can you do to protect yourself and 
your business? Cristi Gale, Instructor/
Coordinator Information Technology with 

Barton Community College will lead our 
discussion on Friday, October 21st.

Registration is Free for Chamber 
Members and $15 for Non-Members. 
Register now to hold your spot at 
greatbend.org.

Register Here:    https://members.
greatbend.org/events/details/chamber-
business-luncheon-cybersecuri
ty-101-10925          

Pints and Politics Return in November
This is not your regular stuffy political 

event! Once the elections are over and 
candidates are chosen, we invite Chamber 
members and guests to join us for the 
second Barton County Pints & Politics 
on Monday, November 14th at Dry Lake 
Brewing, 4:30pm - 6:30pm.

Pints & Politics brings the business 
community together to discuss current 
and future political topics that impact our 
community and businesses. This no-frills, 
freewheeling discussion takes place in a 
social, happy hour atmosphere.

Alongside peers of the business 
community, “chat and chew” over Pints 
& Politics with local elected officials at 
all levels of government including Great 
Bend City Council, County Commissioners, 
USD 428 Board of Education, Barton 
Community College Board of Trustee, 
Kansas State Legislators, and members 

from our federal delegation.
Light apps and a cash bar will be open 

throughout the event. Door prizes up for 
grabs!

While free for members to attend, we 
ask that you please register.

This event is produced by the Great Bend 
Chamber of Commerce and sponsored by 
Kansas Gas Service.

Register Here: https://members.
greatbend.org/events/details/pints-
politics-a-members-only-and-their-
guests-event-11333

It was a beautiful Kansas day at Lake Barton Golf course for the 17th Annual Great Bend 
Chamber of Commerce Golf Tournment! 

     By the Numbers!
• 28 teams of 4

• 1 Premier Sponsor
• 2 Corporate Sponsors

• 3 Contributing Sponsors
• 2 Patio Party Sponsors

• 25 hole sponsors
• 2 FUN gals running the beverage cart

• 202 Yo Dog Wieners consumed
• 1 Hosted Hole Sponsor

• 3 Flights of Winners 
• 1 DFL team
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You will receive a 
tax deduction receipt 
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South of  the Dairy Queen!

CONTACT INFORMATION
(620) 603-8348

www.RosewoodServices.com

 

 

 

Computers - Monitors 
Printers - Fax Machines 
Laptops - Televisions 
Video Game Consoles 
DVD Players - VCRs 
Cameras - Cell Phones  
Telephone Equipment 
.....and more! 

Does your residence or business have electronics 
in need of safe and responsible recycling? 

By recycling with us, you benefit your 
community, the environment, and you 
help create jobs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities.  
 
You will receive a tax deduction receipt 
when you drop off unwanted electronics. 
 

Rosewood ecycle is located at: 
2200 Main Street  

Great Bend - South of the Dairy Queen! 

Help keep these items out 
of landfills and oceans... 

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS 
 

Rosewood Maintenance Building 
2200 Main Street Great Bend   
Mon - Fri 9:00am - 4:00pm 

 
Rosewood Bargain Barn 

1215 Main Street Great Bend 
Mon - Fri 10:00am - 6:00pm 

The mission of Rosewood ecycle is to 
provide work-related training and 
employment opportunities to adults with 
developmental disabilities. 
 

Contact Information 
(620) 603-8348 

www.RosewoodServices.com 

 

 

 

Computers - Monitors 
Printers - Fax Machines 
Laptops - Televisions 
Video Game Consoles 
DVD Players - VCRs 
Cameras - Cell Phones  
Telephone Equipment 
.....and more! 

Does your residence or business have electronics 
in need of safe and responsible recycling? 

By recycling with us, you benefit your 
community, the environment, and you 
help create jobs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities.  
 
You will receive a tax deduction receipt 
when you drop off unwanted electronics. 
 

Rosewood ecycle is located at: 
2200 Main Street  

Great Bend - South of the Dairy Queen! 

Help keep these items out 
of landfills and oceans... 

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS 
 

Rosewood Maintenance Building 
2200 Main Street Great Bend   
Mon - Fri 9:00am - 4:00pm 

 
Rosewood Bargain Barn 

1215 Main Street Great Bend 
Mon - Fri 10:00am - 6:00pm 

The mission of Rosewood ecycle is to 
provide work-related training and 
employment opportunities to adults with 
developmental disabilities. 
 

Contact Information 
(620) 603-8348 

www.RosewoodServices.com 

 

 

 

Computers - Monitors 
Printers - Fax Machines 
Laptops - Televisions 
Video Game Consoles 
DVD Players - VCRs 
Cameras - Cell Phones  
Telephone Equipment 
.....and more! 

Does your residence or business have electronics 
in need of safe and responsible recycling? 

By recycling with us, you benefit your 
community, the environment, and you 
help create jobs for individuals with 
developmental disabilities.  
 
You will receive a tax deduction receipt 
when you drop off unwanted electronics. 
 

Rosewood ecycle is located at: 
2200 Main Street  

Great Bend - South of the Dairy Queen! 

Help keep these items out 
of landfills and oceans... 

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS 
 

Rosewood Maintenance Building 
2200 Main Street Great Bend   
Mon - Fri 9:00am - 4:00pm 

 
Rosewood Bargain Barn 

1215 Main Street Great Bend 
Mon - Fri 10:00am - 6:00pm 

The mission of Rosewood ecycle is to 
provide work-related training and 
employment opportunities to adults with 
developmental disabilities. 
 

Contact Information 
(620) 603-8348 

www.RosewoodServices.com 

Computers & Monitors
Printers

Fax Machines
Laptops

Televisions
Video Game Consoles

DVD Players
VCR’s & Cameras

Cell Phones
Telephone Equipment

...and More!

DROP-OFF
LOCATIONS

Rosewood
Maintenance Building

2200 Main St., Great Bend
Mon - Fri, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Rosewood Bargain Barn

1215 Main St., Great Bend
Mon - Fri, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

The Mission of Rosewood ecycle is to provide
work-related training and employment opportunities

to adults with developmental disabilities.

Does your residence or business 
have electronics in need of  

safe and responsible recycling? 

October 2022   •   page 4
www.greatbend.org

October 2022   •   page 9
facebook.com/gbcoc

Meet Our Newest Chamber Hire!

 The Move
GBRC Staff Announcements

More Ribbon Cuttings!

RETIREMENT: 
Diann Henderson 
After 40 years of spearheading 
events, creating innovative 
programs and services, developing 
new recreation and park facilities 
in Great Bend; Diann Henderson, 
Executive Director of the Great 
Bend Recreation Commission will 
be retiring on October 31, 2022.  A 
reception will be held on October 
21, 2022, from 1:00-3:00 pm at 
the Great Bend Activity Center. 
Diann served as KRPA President; 
on the Midwest Regional Park 
& Recreation Council; KRPA 
Recreation Branch Board for eight 
years; chaired the KRPA 

Administrative Branch and 
served on the KRPA Executive 
Board.  She has been the recipient 
of KPRA accolades: Distinguished 
Fellow Award; and Distinguished 
Professional Award; and Special 
Service Award.  In its formative 
years, was chairperson for 
the Hoisington Recreation 
Commission. Diann received the 
Great Bend Chamber of Commerce 
Legacy Award and was honored 
by the City of Great Bend as Grand 
Marshal of the Christmas Parade.

Chris Umphres 
The Great Bend Recreation 
Commission has promoted 
Chris Umphres to the role 
of Executive Director & 
Superintendent. Chris was 
formerly the Assistant 
Superintendent and Sports 
Director and has been serving 
in that role since June 2014. 
Chris started with the Great 
Bend Rec in 2006 as the Sports 
Director. He holds a Bachelor 
of Science in Exercise Science 
and Master’s Degree in Sports 
Business Administration.  Chris 
has completed NRPA 
Directors School Graduate, 

NRPA Certified Park and Rec 
Professional, NRPA Certified 
Playground Safety Inspector, 
and a member of the KRPA 
Board of Directors 2013-14. 
Chris has also been elected to 
sit on the USD #428 School 
Board for the last 8 years in 
Great Bend.

Maria Villanueva now caring for Heart of Kansas Patients
The newest healthcare provider at Heart of Kansas 

Family Health Care may be a familiar face to some of her 
patients. Originally from Great Bend, Maria Villanueva, a 
nurse practitioner, completed her clinical training at Heart 
of Kansas, 1905 19th.

  Villanueva, who is fluent in Spanish and English, was 
also attracted to Heart of Kansas because of its long list of 
physical- and mental-health services and diversity.

  “We offer the whole gamut of family-medicine 
services for all ages, as well as behavioral-health options,” 
she noted. “Multiple staff members are bilingual and we 
take same-day appointments for acute issues.”

“When I was in school, I saw the difference between 
emergency and primary care,” she said. “I decided to 

specialize in primary care to help prevent patients from 
needing an emergency-room visit.”

   Villanueva also noted that Heart of Kansas is helping 
to meet the goals of a national program called Healthy 
People 2030. It is designed for low-income patients who 
are uninsured or under-insured. “The goal is to provide 
these patients with equal access to quality healthcare,” 
she explained.

Brett Middleton, Heart of Kansas chief executive 
officer, said “even though Maria has been here only a 
short time, she is making a real difference in her patients’ 
lives. She is a most welcome addition to our staff.”

Congrats to Chelsea Mitchell Photography

Hello! My name is Edith Solorzano and 
I’m the new girl at the Chamber! I was 
born in Salinas, California and moved to 
Great Bend when I was 10 years old. While 
at GBHS I was involved in FBLA, Upward 
Bound, Yearbook, Newspaper, and the girls 
soccer team. I’ve always been surrounded 
by business professionals like my aunt 
and uncle, Matt and Mayra Kurtz, who 
own Identifications and have always been 
mentors to me and inspired me to pursue a 
career in business.

After graduating high school in 2018, I 
decided to continue my education at Barton 
Community College. After 2 great years at 
Barton I decided to transfer to Emporia 
State University, where I recently graduated 
from in May. 

My position at the Chamber is marketing 

& communications. I’m looking forward 
to working with the chamber to be able to 
learn new skills sets and meet more business 
professionals in the area!

After setting up a successful studio and 
purchasing of the Historic Allen Building, 
Chelsea Mitchell Photography can now 
be found at 1217 Main Street. Residents 
may recognize this as the old Riggs Studio 
building which also occupied a successful 
photographer. The Great Bend Chamber 
of Commerce Ambassadors and staff were 
excited to help Chelsea Mitchell celebrate 
this expansion and move.

In business for 14 years with 1 employee 
in addition to herself, Chelsea says, “I 
am excited to be the third-generation 
photographer operating out of the Riggs 
Studio location and looking forward to 
serving our community.&quot;

Mitchell travels all over the state and 
country photographing children, families, 
senior portraits, special events such as 
high-end, luxury weddings. “Outside of our 
general area, I photograph luxury weddings

around the United States and take a 

limited number of clients. I travel to my 
clients, wherever they may be.” Chelsea 
Mitchell Photography also offers photograph 
restoration and negative/slide digitization. 
With the purchase of the new location, she 
is now able to offer custom framing which 
has made for a great addition to the business 
owner’s service offerings.

For more information and to connect with 
Chelsea Mitchell Photography, visit

chelseamitchellphoto.com ,Instagram: @
Chelseamitchellphoto, or call (620) 793-
7889.

McKinley Phillips, Great Bend native, has been 
promoted to director of Sunflower Early Education Center 
(EEC), overseeing the three special programs at the non-
profit entity.

Sunflower Diversified Services, which serves children 
and adults with developmental disabilities and delays, 
owns and operates the EEC at 1312 Patton. Its three 
programs are:

·       Incredible Years Preschoo
·       Applied Behavior Analysis for children up to age 5 

on the autism spectrum
·       Kansas Early Childhood Developmental Services 

(formerly tiny-k) for children birth to age 3
          “This agency and our families have become very 

special to me,” she added. “Our dedicated staff has the 
passion to truly help children and families thrive. I have 
had many opportunities to watch parents’ faces light up 
as their toddlers took their first steps or said their first 
words. There is nothing that compares, and I am thrilled to 
continue serving families in this new capacity.”

EES Promotion: Mckinley Phillips
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passion to truly help children and families thrive. I have 
had many opportunities to watch parents’ faces light up 
as their toddlers took their first steps or said their first 
words. There is nothing that compares, and I am thrilled to 
continue serving families in this new capacity.”

EES Promotion: Mckinley Phillips
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HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS IN OCTOBER
6…Chamber Coffee & Ribboon Cutting: EagleMed highlighting their new aircraft at the Great Bend 

Municipal Airport in the Hangar Area. Doors open at 9:00 am with the program at 9:30 am. This 
will not be a virtual event.

7…Great Bend High School Fall – Fall Homecoming

7…KWEC – Star Gazing with the FHSU Astronomy Club, 592 NE K-156 Hwy, 8:30 pm

9…United Way’s Beer & BBQ, Dry Lake Brewing, 1 pm

9…BCYP Fall Fest! Longs Pumpkin Patch, 163 NE 30 Rd., 5 pm

10…Central Kansas Partnership Community Meeting, Barton Co Court House, 1400 Main St., 1:30 pm

13…Chamber Coffee & Ribbon Cutting: Barton Community College, highlighting their Carpentry, 
Plumbing and Welding Certification Programs at 245 NE 30 Rd., Doors open at 9:00 am with the 
program at 9:30 am. Can’t make it, watch online on the Chamber’s Facebook Page or YouTube 
Channel

14…Free Shred Day – Landmark National Bank, 1623 Main St., 11 am

14…VFW Post 3111 Karaoke Night! 504 Washington St., 9 pm

15…United Way’s Laundry Love, at the Laundry Chute, 924 Jefferson, 10 am

16…VFW Post 3111 Brunch, 509 Washington St., 9:30 am

17…BCYP Monday Night Football Watch Party! Dry Lake Brewing, 5:30 pm

20…Chamber Coffee: USD 428 Education Foundation, at the District Education Center, 201 S. Patton Rd. 
Doors open at 9:00 am with the program at 9:30 am. Can’t make it, watch online on the Chamber’s 
Facebook Page or YouTube Channel

20…Chamber After Hours: Join the Great Bend, Hoisington, and Ellinwood Chambers of Commerce for a 
joint Chamber After Hours, hosted by Barton Community College! At Camp Aldrich, 884 NE 110 Ave.

21…Chamber Business Luncheon: Cyber Security 101, hosted by Cristi Gale, an Instruction/Coordinator 
of Information Technology at Barton Community College. The Chamber will provide drinks and a 
dessert, at the Great Bend Chamber of Commerce Board Room, 1125 Williams at Noon.

21…Retirement Party for Great Bend Recreations Diann Henderson, at the Great Bend Activity Center, 2715 
18th St., 1 pm

22…Adopt a Pet, Dry Lake Brewing, 11 am

27…Chamber Coffee: Xpress Wellness, location TBD. Doors open at 9:00 am with the program at 9:30 
am. Can’t make it, watch online on the Chamber’s Facebook Page or YouTube Channel!

28…Military and First Responders Night Out: Dropping 22 Inc., Registration is required, 916 Williams St., 6 pm

29…Downtown Trick or Treat Boo, starting at Jack Kilby Square, 11 am

29…Haunting on the Hill, Barton Community College Fine Arts Building, 245 NE 30 Rd., 2 pm

30…KWEC – October WILD, 592 NE K-156 Hwy, 1:30 pm

31…KWEC – Halloween Turtle Tots, 592 NE k-156 Hwy, 10 am

 Long Pumpkin Patch is open every Saturdays (10am - 6pm) & Sundays (1pm - 5pm) of the month.

Recurring Events:
Great Bend City Council Meetings, 1st & 3rd Mondays, City Hall, 1209 Williams, 6:30 pm
Barton County Commission Meetings, Wednesdays, Barton County Courthouse, 1400 Main St, Rm 106, 9am.
Be Well Barton County Family Friendly Bike Ride, starts at Jack Kilby Square, 6 pm (every Friday in Sept.)

Visit greatbend.org/events/calendar for a full list of great events taking place throughout the month!
Virtual Chamber Events (Chamber Chat & Virtual Coffees) can be found: via Facebook (www.facebook.com/

gbcoc ) or YouTube (tinyurl.com/ybepgrt6)
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Palmer Comes Home to Care for Pawnee Valley Medical 
Associates Patients
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A Larned native is now caring for and 
treating her hometown neighbors at 
Pawnee Valley Medical Associates (PVMA), 
713 W. 11th. Marley 
Palmer, registered nurse, 
is performing her nurse-
practitioner clinicals at 
PVMA, which is part of 
Pawnee Valley Community 
Hospital. Her goal is to 
become a Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (DNP) and serve as 
a family nurse practitioner. 

“I am so glad to be at the 
Pawnee Valley clinic; I love 
taking care of our hometown people,” Palmer 

said. “I know many of our patients not only 
because I grew up here but also because I 
served as a clerk and Certified Pharmacy 

Technician at Reed Pharmacy during 
high school and college.”

Palmer currently is working side-
by-side with Haley Gleason, advanced 
practice registered nurse. Next 
semester, she will continue with her 
primary-care clinical training alongside 
Heather Holaday, DNP.

Great Bend, KS–Stueder Contractors 
is excited to officially welcome Tarynn 
(Stueder) Kirmer back to the family business! 
Kirmer joined Stueder’s in April 2022 as a 
customer service representative and will be 
completing client billing. 
“I’ve been around Stueder Contractors 
my entire life,” said Tarynn. “You might 
remember me as the toddler in TV 
commercials back in the day!” 

Now she’s looking forward to gaining 
insight and a new perspective as an 
employee. “I’m excited to help continue to 
bring excellent service to our community,” 
said Tarynn.  
Tarynn graduated from Kansas State 
University with a degree in Business 
Management with an emphasis in Human 
Resources, having previously worked in the 
community after graduation at Farmers Bank 

and Trust. Tarynn is married to Benn Kirmer 
and is a resident of Claflin, KS. 
Make sure to give Stueders a call the next 
time you need help with heating, cooling, 
plumbing and electrical services or stop in 
and say hi at the Stueder’s Showroom and 
office at 3410 10th St. in Great Bend.  

Kirmer Joins Family Business at Stueder 
Contractors

Zuniga Accepts Executive-Director Position at Sunflower 
Diversified

Shelby Zuniga recently 
accepted the position of 
Sunflower Diversified Services 
executive director. Zuniga, a 
Great Bend native, had served as 
the interim executive director 
for the past few months, 
while maintaining her chief 
financial officer duties. “After 
nearly three years under my 
belt at Sunflower, and now 
that our twins are almost 2 
years old, I know I can take on 

the enormous responsibilities 
of this position,” Zuniga said. 
“In addition, Sunflower has 
an amazing group of next-
generation leaders at the helm. 
All the credit of our success goes 
to them and the individuals we 
support. I am blessed to be part 
of this team effort and excited 
to see what the future holds.”

Scott Donovan, a member 
of Sunflower’s recruitment 
committee, said “Shelby has 
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Exceptional Care Close to Home

Call for an appointment: 620-669-2500

Hutchinson Clinic Physicians 
Serving the Great Bend,  

Hoisington & Ellinwood Areas
GREAT BEND:

Hutchinson Clinic Great Bend / 3715 6th Street
Dr. Jamil Ahmed, Cardiologist

Dr. Aaron Thiessen, Ear Nose & Throat
Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

Natalie Williams, PA, Pulmonolgy

ELLINWOOD:
Ellinwood Medical Clinic / 611 N. Main

Dr. Jamil Ahmed, Cardiologist

HOISINGTON:
Clara Barton Medical Clinic / 250 W 9th St

Dr. Costy Mattar, Cardiologist
Dr. Christine Sanders, OBGYN

Dr. Curt Thompson, Interventional Radiologist

www.hutchclinic.com

 CHAMBER COFFEE  
 SCHEDULE

 

Every Thursday | Doors Open at 9am | Program at 9:30am
Tune in on Facebook or YouTube for Virtual Coffees

October 6, 2022
EAGLEMED

Great Bend Aircraft Hanger - 9047 6th St
EagleMed is a privately owned air medical transport service and has been in business for over thirty 

years. EagleMed is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Medical Transport Services (CAMTS) and 
dedicates all facets of the company towards providing the highest quality patient care in the safest environment 
possible. EagleMed 10, of Great Bend Kansas, joined our other assets on August 3, 2022, to provide care to Great 

Bend and the surrounding areas. EagleMed is a participating provider in the AirMedCare Network; America’s 
largest air medical membership network with 320 locations across 38 states. AirMedCare Network membership 

ensures no out-of-pocket expenses for medically necessary flights if flown by an AMCN provider.   

October 13, 2022
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

245 NE 30 Rd.
Barton Community College is proud to be at the forefront of career and technical training, continuing to develop and 

improve programs helps make that possible. Over the past year Barton has added Carpentry and Plumbing certifications 
to its long list of program options. Program improvements for Welding have taken priority as well. Students have the 

opportunity to learn from industry professionals through hands-on curriculum, using state of the art equipment. Each of 
these programs can be completed in one semester with industry recognized credentials, such as; OSHA 10, NCCER Core 

and Level 1 for Carpentry and Plumbing, and Level 1 AWS (American Welding Society) for Welding. 

October 20, 2022
USD 428 EDUCATION FOUNDATION

District Education Center - 201 S. Patton Rd.
The USD 428 Education Foundation is an independent community-based organization dedicated to improving the 

quality of education in our schools by directing its resources toward areas of identified need. Our legacy as a volunteer 
organization is to fund innovative educational ideas and programs outside the scope of the public school budget. Join us 
for coffee to learn more about our fundraising efforts and “Save the Date” for our Annual Dinner & Auction scheduled for 

November 10, 2022.

October 27, 2022
XPRESS WELLNESS

3800 10th St.
Xpress Wellness Urgent Care treats non-life-threatening illnesses and injuries for children and adults. Our team also 
offers primary care, occupational medicine, sexual health, sports medicine, lab testing, diagnostic testing, X-ray, and 

EKG services on site.

November 3, 2022
SHAFER ART GALLERY

245 NE 30 Rd.
The Shafer Gallery is proudly installing a dramatic Bob Mix sculpture of a SabreTooth Cat in the gallery plaza. The piece 

will be illuminated by ambient lighting tocreate an enhance experience for visitors to the Gallery and Barton CC Fine 
Arts building events.
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The Great Bend Chamber of Commerce is joining the 
movement to fill the skills gap and inspire the next generation 
of creators by shining a light during this year’s celebration of 
Manufacturing Day with Made In GBK. 

MFG Day is manufacturing’s biggest annual 
opportunity to inspire the next generation 
to start careers in modern manufacturing 
through a series of focused events to 
promote manufacturing to students, parents, 
and educators on the first Friday of October 
continuing throughout the rest of the month. 

MFG Day initiatives support women, 
veterans, students and workers through skills 
training programs, community building and 
supporting the advancement of their career in manufacturing. 

Locally, we are grateful to the Barton County Commission 
for the issuance of a proclamation in support of Manufacturing 
Day and our dozens of manufacturers right here in Barton 
County. Modern manufacturing has taken traditional ideas 
the industry in a new direction, introducing robotics, laser 
systems, and other forms of advanced technology. It is the 
Great Bend Chamber of Commerce’s hope to shed light and 

help connect our community, including our youth, to this 
industry and the career paths that exist.

Following upcoming tours, participants will have a chance 
to vote for the “Coolest Manufacturer” Award. Last 
year’s award went to KMW Front End Loaders, 
located on North 281 Highway. Who will win this 
year?

Tours are being scheduled for all ages through 
partnerships with USD 428, JAG-K, Barton 
Community College, Kansas WorkforceONE, as well as 
our membership base. Watch your email inbox as well 
as our Facebook page for more information on how to 
participate.



DOWNTOWN GREAT BEND
SantasAroundTheWorld.com & on 

Window Decorating 
Deadline

November 21st

Judging Period
Nov. 22nd - Dec. 2nd 

Contestant
Awards and Prizes

People’s Choice - $1,500
Judges 1ST Place - $1,000
Judges 2ND Place - $500

Sponsored by
ROSEWOOD

Roots & Wings Santa Committee

Winner 
Announcement

Monday, Dec. 5th
through local media channels

ContestWINDOW DECORATING
Christmas

ContestWINDOW DECORATING

20222022

Christmas

Santas Around the World
ANNOUNCES

Santas Around the World
ANNOUNCES



Terry G. Lewis 
Owner & Certified Locksmith 

 

1215 Truman Street 
Great Bend, KS  67530 

 

(620) 607-KEYS 
(620) 607-5397 

 
NOW DOING AUTOMOTIVE 

KEYS AND REMOTES, 
INCLUDING THE LATEST HIGH- 

SECURITY TRANSPONDER KEYS! 
 

HAVE YOU BOUGHT A USED VEHICLE AND ONLY 
GOT ONE KEY & REMOTE? 

OR 
MAYBE ADDED ANOTHER DRIVER AND DON’T 

HAVE ENOUGH KEYS TO GO AROUND? 
 

DID YOUR DOG THINK YOUR AUTO REMOTE 
WAS A CHEW TOY? 

 
WE CAN HELP, AT ABOUT  THE COST OF THE 

AUTO DEALERSHIPS! 
 

 
 

CALL US TODAY 
AT 

(620) 607-KEYS 
(620) 607-5397                                                                                                    



*Certain restrictions apply. Visit www.nex-techwirelress.com for details.

www.nex-techwireless.com
Questions? Call or text Customer Care at 877-621-2600

Stop in for a FREE bill comparison
or review and be entered to

win an Apple Watch Series 8.
Saturday, October 1st to Tuesday, November 15th

Must turn in this flyer to be entered to win.

*Only valid at Nex-Tech Wireless 2827 10th St in Great Bend.
One entry per account. Winner will be announced on Friday, Nov. 18th.

Name

Phone Number

Email Address



TREE RISK &
LOAD REDUCTION
ASSESSMENTS

As arborists, our primary concern is to help our clients 
understand what could and should be done to protect their trees

and their property. 
Preventable damage often occurs as a result of the 
extreme winds and ice loads that our trees incur. 

A tree that may seem to be in its prime and 
completely healthy can still fail as a result of its 

load capacity. 
Our ISA/TRAQ Certified Arborists can help 
reduce the risk of limb and tree failure, 

extend the life of your trees, 
and minimize property damage! 

(620) 282-20762022 Kansas Ave. Great Bend, Ks 67530

"Loving Your Lawn like myLawn since 1999!""Loving Your Lawn like myLawn since 1999!"

choosemylawn@gmail.com 

Additional Winter Services Available:
Window Washing 

Gutter Cleaning
Holiday Light Application

Snow Removal 
Tree Pruning

Power Washing

Ice Melt Sales


